
 

Privacy Laws Around the World 
 

Europe 

 

EU law 
1. The General Data Protection Regulation (in all EU official languages) – will enter into force on 25 May 

2018. 

2. The Data Protection Directive for the law enforcement area (in all EU languages) 

3. Directive 95/46 for the protection of persons with regard to personal data 

4. Council framework decision 2008/977 for data protection in the law enforcement area 

5. ePrivacy Directive 2002/58 

6. Regulation 45/2001 for the protection of personal data by EU institutions and bodies 

7. EU-US Privacy Shield – adequacy decision and Annexes in all EU official languages 

 

National law 
1. UK – Data Protection Act (EN) 

2. Spain – Ley Organica 15/1999 (ES) 

3. Germany – Bundesdatenschutzgesetz (DE) 

4. France – Loi n° 78-17 du 6 janvier 1978 relative à l’informatique, aux fichiers et aux libertés (FR) 

5. Romania – Legea 677/2001 (RO) 

6. Belgium – Loi relative à la protection de la vie privée à l’égard des traitements de données à caractère 

personnel (FR) 

7. Bulgaria – Data Protection Law (in EN, provided by the website of the Bulgarian DPA) 

8. Poland – The act of 29 August 1997 on the protection of personal data (in EN, provided by the Polish DPA) 

9. Italy – Personal Data Protection Code (in EN, provided by the Italian DPA) 

1o. Greece – Law 2742/1997 and Law 3471/2006 (in EN) 

 

United States 

 

Federal laws 
1. Driver’s Privacy Protection Act of 1994 – 18 U.S. Code 2721 and following 

2. Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act of 1974 (FERPA) – 20 U.S. Code section 1232g 

3. Fair Credit Reporting Act (FCRA) – 15 U.S. Code sections 1681-1681u 

4. Fair Debt Collection Practices Act – 15 U.S. Code sections 1692-1692p 

5. Federal Privacy Act of 1974 – 5 U.S. Code section 552a 

6. Financial Services Modernization Act of 1999, Gramm-Leach-Bliley (GLB), Privacy Rule – 15 U.S. 

Code sections 6801-6809 

7. Video Privacy Protection Act of 1988 – 18 U.S.Code section 2710 

8. HIPAA Privacy Rule (Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act) 

9. ECPA (Electronic Communications Privacy Act 1986); U.S. Code sections 2510-2522, 2701-

2711, 3121,1367 

 

State laws 
1. California – Several laws 

2. Michigan – Internet Privacy Protection Act 

 

  

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/en/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32016R0679
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/en/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32016L0680
http://ec.europa.eu/justice/policies/privacy/docs/95-46-ce/dir1995-46_part1_en.pdf
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/ALL/?uri=CELEX:32008F0977
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CELEX:32002L0058:en:HTML
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2001:008:0001:0022:en:PDF
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv:OJ.L_.2016.207.01.0001.01.ENG&toc=OJ:L:2016:207:FULL
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1998/29/contents
https://www.boe.es/buscar/doc.php?id=BOE-A-1999-23750
https://dejure.org/gesetze/BDSG
https://www.cnil.fr/fr/loi-78-17-du-6-janvier-1978-modifiee
http://www.legi-internet.ro/legislatie-itc/date-cu-caracter-personal/lege-nr-6772001-cu-privire-la-prelucrarea-datelor-cu-caracter-personal.html
https://www.privacycommission.be/sites/privacycommission/files/documents/privacy_fr_0.pdf
https://www.privacycommission.be/sites/privacycommission/files/documents/privacy_fr_0.pdf
https://www.cpdp.bg/en/index.php?p=element&aid=373
https://users/grabiuta/Downloads/The-Act-of-29-August-1997-on-the-Protection-of-Personal-Data.pdf
http://194.242.234.211/documents/10160/2012405/Personal+Data+Protection+Code+-+Legislat.+Decree+no.196+of+30+June+2003.pdf
http://www.dpa.gr/portal/page?_pageid=33,43560&_dad=portal&_schema=PORTAL
http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/html/uscode18/usc_sec_18_00002721----000-.html
http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/html/uscode20/usc_sec_20_00001232---g000-.html
http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/html/uscode15/usc_sec_15_00001681----000-.html
http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/html/uscode15/usc_sec_15_00001692----000-.html
http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/5/552a
http://www.ftc.gov/privacy/glbact/glbsub1.htm
http://www.ftc.gov/privacy/glbact/glbsub1.htm
http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/html/uscode18/usc_sec_18_00002710----000-.html
https://www.hhs.gov/hipaa/for-professionals/privacy/laws-regulations/
https://it.ojp.gov/privacyliberty/authorities/statutes/1285
http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/html/uscode18/usc_sec_18_00002510----000-.html
http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/html/uscode18/usc_sec_18_00002701----000-.html
http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/html/uscode18/usc_sec_18_00002701----000-.html
http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/html/uscode18/usc_sec_18_00003121----000-.html
http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/html/uscode18/usc_sec_18_00001367----000-.html
https://oag.ca.gov/privacy/privacy-laws
https://www.legislature.mi.gov/documents/2011-2012/publicact/pdf/2012-PA-0478.pdf


 

Canada 

 

Federal laws 
1. Privacy Act (R.S.C., 1985, c. P-21) (personal data processing by federal government and agencies) 

2. Personal Information Protection and Electronic Documents Act(PIPEDA- federal private-sector privacy 

law) 

 

 

Province laws 
1. Alberta: Personal Information Protection Act 

2. British Columbia: Personal Information Protection Act 

3. Québec: An Act Respecting the Protection of Personal Information in the Private Sector 

4. Ontario – Personal Health Information Protection Act 

5. New Brunswick – Personal Health Information Privacy and Access Act 

6. Newfoundland and Labrador’s – Personal Health Information Act 

 

South America 
1. Argentina – Ley 25.326. Proteccion de los Datos Personales 

 

Asia 
1. Japan – Amended Act of the Protection of Personal Data (EN – unofficial translation) 

 

Australia 
1. Commonwealth Privacy Act 1988 including: 

2. Privacy Amendment (Private Sector) Act 2000 and the 

3. National Privacy Principles (NPPs) & associated Guidelines 

 

Africa 
1. Morocco – Loi n° 09-08 relative à la protection des personnes physiques à l’égard du traitement des 

données à caractère personnel 

  

 

http://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/acts/P-21/
http://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/acts/P-8.6/index.html
http://pipa.alberta.ca/index.cfm?page=legislation/act/index.html
http://www.bclaws.ca/EPLibraries/bclaws_new/document/ID/freeside/00_03063_01
http://www2.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca/dynamicSearch/telecharge.php?type=2&file=/P_39_1/P39_1_A.html
http://www.e-laws.gov.on.ca/html/statutes/english/elaws_statutes_04p03_e.htm
http://laws.gnb.ca/en/showfulldoc/cs/P-7.05/20121030
http://assembly.nl.ca/Legislation/sr/statutes/p07-01.htm
http://www.protecciondedatos.com.ar/ley25326.htm
https://www.efa.org.au/Issues/Privacy/privacy.html#pa
https://www.efa.org.au/Issues/Privacy/privacy.html#papsa
https://www.efa.org.au/Issues/Privacy/privacy.html#npps
http://www.cndp-maroc.org/images/lois/Loi-09-08-Fr.pdf
http://www.cndp-maroc.org/images/lois/Loi-09-08-Fr.pdf
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